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SERMON 
ON 


HE B. xii. 11. 
Now 10 chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth 


to be goyous but grievous : nevertheleſs 
afterward, it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 


of righteouſneſs unto them that are exer 
ciſed therewith. | 


NA OOD and Pious Princes being one | 

(3 of the greateſt Bleſſings Heaven can 

d beſtow on Mankind; the Loſs of em | 

is conſequently one of the ſevereſt Afflicti- 

ons that can befal a Nation: as the wiſe 

and juſt Providence of God hath in a ſignal 

manner convinced a wicked and unde- 

| ſerving People, by depriving us of our late 

LE Gracious Sovereign, the Deſire of our 

£yes, and the Breath of our Noſtrils ; | 

whoſe Memory will be precious to late | 
Poſterity, among all that have any Senſe 
of Piety and Virtue : The Glories E her 
: ort 
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[2 ] 
ſhort Reign will be admired, and ſcarce 
believed by future Ages, and her Name 
ſtand inrolled in the front of the greateſt 
and beſt of Princes. 
And now it muſt be our great Concern, 
carefully to follow the conduct of Reaſon, 


and ſummon all the Powers of Religion, 


to carry us rightly thro', and to make the 
beſt Improvement of this Affliction; by 
putting our ſelves in a Preparation for the 
like, or other future Occurrences, we may 
meet with in this World of Conflicts: For 
the Conſiderations that will bring Relief to 
the Wounds made in our Spirits by the 
late Surprizing Stroke of Death, will alſo 
prepare us for our own, or of thoſe be- 
loved Perſons in whom we enjoy all the 
Comforts of Life, and enable us to ſupport - 
the Burden of all other Accidents. 

To this end, I propoſe to ſhew from the 
words of the Apoſtle, «<< That Afflictions 
c are a moſt effectual Means to bring Men 
« to a peaceable, joyous ſtate of Mind, 
« which is the fruit of Righteouſneſs, by 
« the exerciſing our Chriſtian Virtues and 
c (races: 

There is a two-fold Joy, one of the bo- 
dily Life, which in it ſelf is not to be con- 
demn'd, if joined with Innocency and Pu- 
_ rity, being the Dowry which the Soul re- 
ceives by itsE ſpouſal to the Body; the o- 
ther is a pure intellectual Foy, and . the 
| | rult 


[3] 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs, and which noState 
or Condition can deprive us of. This ought 
always to be predominant, and ſet bounds 
to the other. | 
Now Afflictions promote this, by exer- 
ciſing and increaſing thoſe Chriſtian Graces, 
from which this heavenly Fruit, this Divine 
Joy does ſpring. To make this appear, 
theſe three things are to be conſidered, 

I. What are thoſe particular parts of 
Righteouſneſs, which are moſt exercis'd 
and produced in the Mind by Afflictions. 
Il. What Power and Energy Afflictions 
have to produce them. | 

III. Howa joyful Temper of Mind does 
reſult from them. 

I ſhall not ſpeak to theſe ſeparately, but 
treat of them together under theſe four 
Heads, and ſhew, that Afflictions, when 
they obtain their true Effect, do naturally 
tend to produce in the Mind, 

I. A Mortification and Deadneſs to the 

World; with which is conjoin'd, 

2. Heavenly Mindedneſs. 

3. Humility, Patience, Reſignation to 
God, and Contentment in every Condi- 
lion. | 


4. Faith in God's eternal Power and 
(Goodneſs. | 


1. The firſt Advantage we receive from 
Afflictions, is Mortification and Deadneſs 
to the World, and the things thereof. Man 


was 


[4] 


was at firſt intended for a Life dedicated 
to the Service and Glory of God: But 
thro? ſome fatal Error and Miſcarriage, he 
is fallen from that happy State he was Ori- 
inally made for; and now, if let alone to 
himſelf, he grovells upon the Earth, and 
never ſo much as thinks of, never ſends up 
one Glance, one Deſire towards that Glory 
he is ſunk and departed from; he becomes 
quite dead to a Holy and Divine Life, but 
vigorous to the Things of this World, the 
Objects of the ſenſual Life; them he only 
reliſhes, the Impreſſions they make upon 
is Mind are ſo ſtrong, that they oblite- 
rate all the more refin'd and purer Senſati- 


ons of it; 'till they bring it firſt to enter- 


tain falſe Notions, and then an abſolute 
Unbelief of ſpiritual Things, and immate- 
rial Beings ; thinking that they are indeed 
at moſt but Shades and phantaſtick Beings, 
if compar'd with the Realities of Senſe. 
And here lies the true Foundation of A- 
theiſm and Infidelity ; Mens Luſte and den- 
ſuality begin it, carry it on, and hold them 
Slaves and Captives in it. Their State is 
juſt like a Dream, when thoſe real Things 
that are without, become as nothing to us; 
and while better Things come not in view 
to the Mind, no wonder if /en/ible Good 
carries the Preference, and obtains the 
choice of the Will, having already prepoſ- 


ſeſ.d and brib'd the 472@:ons. Thus Mens 
Minds 


C97] 
Minds are drawn unto, and cloſely uni- 
ted with thoſe ſeveral Objects, whereby 
the bodily Pleaſure may be gratify'd and 
heighten'd ; and while they are in this 
Fools Paradice, they are full of Self- com- 
placency, gay and flattering Fancies ; ta- 


king their conceited Joys to be a real 


Heaven, and the higheſt State of Happi- 
neſs; and their Prejudices make it impoſſi- 
ble to perſwade them, that there is any 
higher Good or Happineſs belonging to 
the Soul of Man, than what large Eſtates, 
magnificent Houſes, luxurious Tables, 
ſplendid Equipages, numerous Attendants, 
Mirth and Jollity, ſwelling Titles of- Ro- 
nour, and the continual Court of others, 
can amount unto. Nor need any one won- 
der, how the lapſed Mind ſhould fink into 
this condition, who does but conlider its 
cloſe Conjunction with the Body; its long 
converſe with the World, before it was able 
to think of better things; the bewitching 
Nature, and ſtrong Inſinuations of the De- 
lights of Senſe; the difficulty of attending 
to things of an abſtracted and ſpiritual Na- 
ture; the numerous Prejudices imbib'd 
and taken up by Education; and the bad 
Examples it continually hath in view. Now 
God makes uſe of Afflictions, as the prin- 
cipal Inftruments of his Providence to a- 
waken and inſtruct the rude unthinking. 
Mind of Man, inthe * nature of ng 
| an 
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and in what moſt nearly concerns him; 
which otherwiſe would make no Impreſſi- 
on on him, nor ſcarce be fo much as 
thought of For Men cannot eaſily be 
brought to believe things that are contrary. 
to their preſent courſe of Life, and incon- 
ſiſtent with that State and Senſe of Things 
they feel their preſent Enjoyments in. 
Therefore ſenſual Pleaſures make the 
Mind that lives at eaſe in them, incapable 
of perceiving the force of any Truth that 
is not agreeable to the bodily Life, nor 
willing to fall under the Conviction of it, 
till Experience teaches them, and the ſmart 
of their preſent Condition obliges them to 
confels it. F 

Afflictions therefore are the School of 
Divine Providence, wherein the ignorant 
unexperienc'd Soul muſt learn thoſe ſober 
Truths, which, if left to it ſelf, it will ne- 
ver be able to fix its Thoughts, upon. True, 
he who is under a preſent Taſte of the 
Pleaſures of a Holy Life, his own Mind 
will furniſh and inſtruct him with right Ap- 
prehenſions concerning the Vanity of the 
World; but notwithſtanding, while he is 
in Conjunction with his Body, it will be 
needful he ſhould be kept in a State of 
Diſcipline, and be taught wholſome Truths, 
and train'd upto ſober Counſels, and a right 
Judgment of Things, by the Rules of Se- 
verity and Experience. For it is as dange- 

7 x. TOUS 


[7] | 
rous for a Man to be placed in the midſt 
of Temptations, and the Allurements of 

Senſe, without any check upon him, as 
for the tender Years of a Child to be left 
without Government, and free from all 
reſtraint, to act whatever its own un- 
thinking Humour ſhall ſuggeſt unto it. 
But happy! thrice happy he! who is 
brought up under the wholſome Diſci- 
pline of God's Rod, and whom Providence 
by a thorough Experience, inſtructs to form 
a right Judgment in all the great Concerns 
of Life, which afterwards proves infinitely 
more advantageous to him, than if he had 
been left to trifle away his time as his vain 
Imaginations led him. ET 
_ "There is a giddy unthinking Wildnefs 
in the Mind, while it is poſleſs'd with ſen- 
ſual Joys; it dreams of nothing but Sun- 
ſhines; and a thouſand airy Notions. of 
fancied Happineſs flutter upon the ſurface 
of the Soul, and ſtrike the Imagination. 
But now Afflictions give the Mind the firſt 
hint, that the Happineſs it has been in 
purſuit. of, is not to be found here. And 
whereas it had before promiſed: it ſelf a 
Life of continual Pleaſure,, now finds the 
Scene chang'd, and the Pleaſures of this 
World appear with a different Aſpect, from 
what they did in the Seaſon of Proſperity; 
the Fucus is now wip'd off, and. the Soul 
views them, without diſguiſe, in their na- 

B 2 tural 
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tural Complexion, and what they really 
are, unſatisfactory, empty and tranſient ; 
and thereby teach the Man, that he had 
all along been. impos'd upon with falſe 
Images, and that nothing was ſo groundleſs 
and deceitful, as thoſe Flatteries the World 
had bewitch'd him with. And when the 
Mind is thus awaken'd, how many good 
Suggeſtions ſpring up in it, partly from the 
preſent State the Mind is in, being ſeri- 
ous, inquiſitive, unprejudiced, and freed 
from Lightneſs and Vanity; and partly 
from the Injections of the Divine Spirit, 
which, like the Angel, 70h. v. 4. deſcends 
into theſe troubled Waters, to perfect the 
Cure of the diſtemper'd Soul; which be- 
ing now clear and free, more readily re- 


ceives the Impreſſions made on it by Truths 


of a higher Nature, and greater Impor- 


| tance. 

This being ſeriouſly conſider'd, no grea- 
ter Advantage can accrue to any Man, 
than ſometimes to fall under Troubles ; 
and he who will value things by the 
reference they have to the Happineſs of 


the Soul, will ſee that the Advantage is 


far the greateſt on the ſide of Afflicti- 
ons. | 

The Sum of what has been ſaid is this: 
There are only three ways to ſecure us 
from the Danger of W orldly Temptations. 


1. A 


* 


-. 


» 
* D 


and there will follow that Tranquility, 


= 1 
1. A vigorous Reliſh of heavenly Joys; 
which, tho? now and then, is afforded to 
holy Souls, yet this State of Mortality con- 


fines us to ſuch rare, tranſient and inter- 


mitting Enjoyments thereof: And beſides, 
this being the Portion but of a very few 


Perſons ; it would not be ſufficient to ſe- 


cure us from lapfing from the Divine into 
a ſenſual Life. 9 a. 
2. The next 1s a ſtrong and firm Reſo- 


lution of making a conſtant and unwearied 


Search into the true Nature of Things ; 


which only Men of Attainments, and who 


have been long exercis'd in Virtue, are 


able to do: But for the generality, even 


of good Men, if we conſider the weakneſs 
of the Principle and Power of Virtue in 


them, it will appear that the only Secu- 
rity againſt the Evil of Temptations, is, 


3. By imbittering the Delights of this 
World, and making a ſenſual Happineſs an 


utter Impoſſibility. Oh! what great Peace 


is the Portion of that Mind, which, by 
being exercis'd' with Afflictions, can at 
laſt entirely free it felf from the Love and 


Deſires of this World. For, from whence 


ſpring all our Fears and Jealouſies, all our 


penſive and racking Thoughts, but from 
our not being mortified to Temporal En- 


joyments? Free but the Mind of them, 


that 


[10] „ 
that ſmooth and chearful Temper of the 
Soul, which is its true and real Happineſs. 
A ſenſual Man cannot live, cannot enjoy 
himſelf, but by deluding himſelf with falſe 
Hopes and Perſwaſions; and how unhap- 
py mult he be, when Diſappointment is 
the end of his ExpeQaation.  _ 
2. A ſecond Fruit and happy Effect of 
Afflictions, is Heventy Ai dach, and 
bringing back the wandring Soul of Man 
unto his God; which is a Conſequent 
from the former. When Experience con- 
vinces us, that in departing from God, we 
cannot any where elſe meet with a State of 
Happineſs ſuited to our Immortal Spirits, 
all-other Things proving Vexatious to us; 
this puts us upon enquiring after the Foun- 
tain of Goodneſs, and directs our Choice 
to that true Object of Happineſs, God him- 
ſelf. When the Channel is ſtopt, that our 
Affections cannot run with ſo full a Tide 
of Joy to theſe earthly Things, then the 
Mind applies it ſelf with more eaſe and 
freedom to the Thoughts of a future. and 
more happy State. 5410 % 304 

Is it not a greater Favour, to drive us by 
pinching Hunger to the Immenſe Fulneſs of 
Cod, than to fill us with Husks, and let 

us ſo continue among Swine like our ſelves, 


— 
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without any Moleſtation? 


Oh 
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Oh! how full of Heaven are the Minds 
of Saints! how do their Diſcourſes breath 
nothing but what is Divine, when by Af 
flictions their Deſires are taken off, and; 
ſet looſe from this Earth! where even the 
Beſt of Men are apt to dwell but too ſe- 
curely, and not imploy their Thoughts: 
God, and a future State, ſo often 
and ſo much, as 'tis their-Intereſt to do. 
It 1s therefore the greateſt Favour God can 
do us, to prepare our Minds for Himſelf 
and Eternity, hy baniſhipg from our Souls 
all low and ſenſual Satisfactions, that he 
may be All in All to ubs: And this is the 
proper, the peculiar Work of Troubles 
and Afflictions. As it is allo, _ 
3. In the third Place, to produce in us 
Humility, Patience, Reſignation to God, 
and a contented Mind in every Condition. 
As we are Creatures, it is reaſonable we 
ſhould find Satisfaction and Pleaſure only 
in that State, wherein our Paſſions. are 
ſubdued, and our Wills are in an abſolute 
Obedience to That of our Creator; which 
State we are to be brought into, by fre- 
quent and repeated Acts of Selſ-denyal, by 
crucifying our particular Wills, which are 
not in Agreement with the Everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs of God. Now the Mind, 
by being exerciſed in ſeveral States, con- 
tracts an Indifferency, and does not mo- 


rolety 
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roſely ſtick to This or That, but is prepar- 


ed to follow the Will of God with a per- 


fet Compliance, whatever way He ſhall 
leaſe to determine; which it is the more 


eaſily enabled to do, becauſe, by being 


thus exerciſed, it has the Experience of 


the Good and Ad vantage of all States, and 


ſees the Reaſons of Divine Providence in 
every one of them. 8 Fir; 

Now from theſe two, Mortification to 
the World, and the Reſignation of a Man's 
Will to that of his Creator, ariſes that true 
Chriſtian Contentment of Mind, which 
- Man can be unhappy, that is poſſeſs'd 
1 4 „„ | 


Goodnefs,is alſo exercis'd and brought forth 
by Afflictions; from which ariſes true For- 


titude and Chriſtian Courage; in the 


Power of which Divine Faith, the good 
Chriſtian is able to encounter all Difficul- 
ties and Hardſhips; ſo. that no Face of 
Things can ſtrike him with Horror and 
Amazement, or move him from his ſtead- 
faſt Reſolution; for his Heart is unmove- 


ably fix d upon this Principle, „That 


« Divine Goodneſs doth all things in the 
« World, or permits them to be done, for 
& wiſe and excellent Ends. And when 
God gives him ſome very ſenſible Proofs 
of his Infinite Love, how high and raviſh- 

| | ing 


4- Faith in God's Eternal Power and. 


[13] 2 
ing are thoſe Joys, his Mind is then poſ- 
ſeſs'd with ! The Primitive Chriſtians, and 
eſpecially our Apoſtle, was a noble In- 
ſtance hereof, who could Glory and Tri- 


umph in the ſharpeſt Conflicts and Tribu- 


lations. He was always ready to cry out, 
« Welcome Storms and Tempeſts, low- 
« ring Heavens, boiftrous Winds and 
«© ſwelling Waves. Welcome Sickneſs, 
«« Reproach and Impriſonment, Pain and 
C Torture, Perſecution, Flames and Death 
ce jt ſelf ; in all theſe things J am more 
« than Conqueror; For I am aſſured, that 
« neither Heighth or Depth, neither Prin- 
&« cipalities nor Powers, neither Things 
« preſent, nor Things to come, ſhall be 
c able ever to ſeparate me from the Love 
c of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 1 
« know God's Power in me, is ſtronger 
* than the World, and ſhall prevail over 
cc all theſe Things, and work out of them 


« the Rewards of Infinite Love; and 


«© that endleſs Glory and Immortality 
« ſhall be the reſult of a perſevering 
4 Virtue. 5 | 
Now the Mind being thus exercis'd, 
and acquiring to it ſelf thereby theſe no- 
ble Diſpoſitions, is placed by them for 
ever after above the reach of Fate, and 
where it can trample under its Feet that 
C thing 
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thing call'd Fortune, the dreaded Deity of 
low and Superſtitious Minds. 
My Deſign is, by this Diſcourſe, to teach 
us how to behave under Afflictions. And 
ſince. they are things ſo very improvable, 
and to ſuch excellent Purpofes, let us not 
loſe the Fruit and Advantage of them 
by Deſpondency ; by murmuring againſt 
the righteous Providence of God; by a 
Diſcompoſure either in our Thoughts, 
or in our Duty, or by a tierce ungoverna- 
ble temper of Mind; but with Patience 
and Reſignation wait for their working 
the deſign'd Effect upon us. For which 
End, let us make uſe of them as advan- 
tageous Means, and happy Opportunities 
to exercife thoſe ſeveral Graces of the 
Spirit, which may produce in us this joy- 
ous and peaceable State of Mind, and 
which ſhined with ſo bright and uncom- 
mon a Luſtre in the Perſon of our late 
moſt excellent Queen; who ſuffer'd no 
Virtue to lie by her idle; but her Practice 
made them viſible and exemplary in eve- 
ry Relation Providence plac'd her in, be- 
ing one of the beſt of Women, of Chriſti- 
ans, and of Princes. | f | 
Hier own Sex have loſt in her an illuſtri- 
ous Ornament; the Poor and Affliéted a 
ſure Refuge and Relief in their Diſtreſs p 
| an 
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and all Perſons of whatever Rank and 
Condition, a glorious Example of Piety 
and Virtue; and the whole Nation a 
Tender, Juſt, and Gracious Prince, who 
(in imitation of her God) was continu- 
ally ſhedding abroad the Influence of her 
Goodneſs and her Mercy. | | 
Never was that Prophecy, L/. xlix. 29. 
more exactly accompliſh'd than in her, 
Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and 
Queens thy nurſing Mothers. She was a 
moſt Tender and Affectionate Mother of 
_ Chriſt's Church, and particularly of the 
Church of England, wherein ſhe had her 
admiſſion into the Chriſtian Faith by Bap- 
tiſm, and received her Education; and 
whereof ſhe was ſo great an Ornament 
in her Character, in her Profeſſion, and, 
what is above all, in her Exemplary Life 
and Practice. | 

Her Death ſeem'd indeed to be ſud- 
den, and ſuch a one would, I fear, be ſo 
to moſt of us; but was no Surprize to her, 
who liv'd, as if, with the Apoſtle, ſhe 
died daily; of which her Cloſer, her Ta- 
ble, her Diverſions, were conſtant Wit- 
neſſes. The glittering of an earthly 
Crown could not dazle her Eyes from 
looking up ſteadfaſtly, and with earneſt 


n 
1 


[16] 
Deſire, to that Crown ſhe is gone, Bleſſed 
Soul! to be rewarded with | 
Numerous and Powerful are the Temp- 
tations that attend the high Station ſhe 
moved in, but her heavenly Soul could 
not be brought into Subjection by them. 
She ſaw thro” the Vanity and Uncertain- 
ty of all things here below, and therefore 
placed her Affections where only true 
Joys are to be found. They were not 
the fleeting Glories of this World, but 
the ſubſtantial Happineſs of Heaven ſhe 
had conſtantly in view, and preſſed for- 
wards to the Enjoyment of. 1 
She hath convinc'd the World, that 
Religion is practicable in every State and 
Condition, by her Eminent Example; 
which having no greater Influence on us, 
we have Reaſon to believe, the Almighty 
was pleas'd to remove her to himſelf, to 
puniſh our Neglect; and that ſhe might the 
ſooner ſhine forth a glorious Saint in 
Heaven. 5 
Let her Example, and the Thoughts of 
theſe things, awake our drowſie Souls out 
of the ſleep of Sin, and a fatal Security; 
that we may, before our Sun is ſet, hum- 
ble our ſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, and imploring his Mercy and For- 
giveneſs in our Prayers, obtain his F _— 
f and 
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and Reconciliation by a ſincere Repen- 
tance. Should we be ſurprized, and the 
mortal Stroke be given us while unpre- 
pared, how will it heighten our Torment 
to reflect, that this Noble Soul, for the 
glory that is to be revealed, for the prize 
of the high calling ſet before her, could 
ſo eaſily break through all the alluring 
Temptations ſhe was ſurrounded with, 
and which ſolicite and preſs more vio- 
lently upon thoſe that move in ſo high a 
Sphere. While we, having the /2me Hopes, 
the /ame Prize to look to, and the 


ſame Reward to expect; are yet ſo 


meanly, ſo baſely held in Slavery by Temp- 
tations fewer in number, and leſs in 
Power. 1 

Love and Peace enter'd into the very 
Compoſition of her Soul, which our wick- 
ed Diviſions and Party-rage continually 
griev'd, and even forced to take its leave 
of the Body, and fly away to the calm 
Regions of univerſal Love in Heaven, 


there to enjoy an uninterrupted, ever- 


laſting Reſt, which as this World cannot 
give, ſo neither can it take away. 
Unanimity and mutual Love were her 
living Speeches to us, and, I queſtion not, 
but they were her hing Prayers for us; 


for ſhe entirely lov'd our Nation, and 
wiſh'd 
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wiſh'd its Happineſs, which can never be 
eſtabliſh'd, while we are thus rent aſunder 

by inteſtine Diviſions. 3 
Let then Her Memory, Her Deſires, 
Her Prayers, let our own Intereſt, let the 
roſperous Succels of His Preſent Majeſty's 
Reign (which God grant may be long o- 
ver us) prevail with us to baniſh theſe 
pernicious and deſtructive Animoſities. 
And if theſe Things cannot, yet let that 
Principle of Honour we ſo much value our 
ſelves upon, perſwade us to it; that our 
Sovereign, when he arrives among us, 
may find he 1s come to Govern a Nation of 
reaſonable Creatures, and not Beaſts of 
Prey, that are perpetually worrying and 
devouring one another. 4 
Oh! let thoſe ſcandalous Names of Di- 
ſtinction be buried and forgot among us, 
and let our only Study be, who ſhall pay 
the greateſt Honour to the Bleſſed Me- 
mory of our late Queen, by being the Be/? 
Chriſtian, the moſt Loyal Subjett, of the 
moſt generous and public Spirit for the 
good of his Country, the true Friend, and 

the muſt kind and uſeful Neighbour. 

Then, and not till then, may we with 
_ Reaſon expect that God will bleſs our En- 
deavours, and ſettle our Affairs upon ſuch 
ſure and laſting Foundations, that Peace and 
Happi- 


—— 
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Happineſs, Truth and Juſtice, Religion 
and Piety ſhall be ie among us for 
all Generations. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy ac- 
compliſh and confirm in us, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his fake; ro whom with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Gholt, three Per- 
ſons and one God, be all Honour 
and Glory, both now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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